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Teaching NoveList to High School Students 
A Lesson Plan 

Objectives: 
§ To provide instructional guidance that will enable students to become independent in their 

literature searches. 
§ To integrate information skills that correlate with state standards and competencies. 
§ To use technology to help encourage reading at all ability levels. 
§ To introduce students to an all-fiction database. 

Resource: 
NoveList, an all-fiction, electronic database and readers’ advisory tool. 

I. Introduction to the Source: Demonstration of NoveList with LCD projector. 

A. Homepage – The NoveList homepage is updated each month, to provide links to and 
information about the new features. 

B. Briefly explain Quick Search, which can be found in the top left corner of the NoveList 
screen. Explain that Quick Search can help you get results faster, but it does not allow you 
to narrow your search like the other searches available at the Search Our Database tab. 
Do a Quick Search for author Michael Crichton. 

C. Click Search Our Database tab. Briefly explain the following searching options: 
§ Find a Favorite Author 
§ Find a Favorite Title 
§ Find a Favorite Series 
§ Describe a Plot 

1. Find a Favorite Author 
Ø Do a Find a Favorite Author Search for the author Isaac Asimov. 

Note: 
Number of titles retrieved 
Alphabetical order of titles 
Reading levels displayed 

Ø Click on the “Revise Search” link above your results list to narrow your search. 

Ø In the Limiters box, select the Adult and Young Adult reading levels.  Click Search 
to generate a new results list. 

Ø Demonstrate the “Sort By” feature.  Use the pull-down menu at the top where it says 
“Author Ascend.” and change to “Publication Year Descend.”  Notice that the order 
changes so that the most recent book appears first. 

NoveList also has a Popularity Sort that you can demonstrate. Popular titles are starred 
to alert you to titles with high demand.  This popularity information is gathered from thousands of
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libraries and retail outlets nationwide and is based on ordering information received from Baker & 
Taylor. If the book has met the popularity criteria, a series of one to four stars will be displayed to 
indicate the popularity factor for the title.  Sorting by popularity will allow you and students to view 
the most popular titles of a given search. 

Ø Click on the first title and point out the following features: 
§ Book Description 
§ Subject Headings 
§ Lexile 
§ Author Web Site 
§ Reviews 

Ø Demonstrate Author Web site:  Click on the “Michael Crichton’s Web Site” link. 
Navigate through the Web site, being sure to look at “For Younger Readers” which 
contains some interesting questions for students. 

2. Find a Favorite Title 
Ø Illustrate Find a Favorite Title (accessible from the Search Our Database tab), to find 

a title you would like to learn more about. Note that if you don’t quite remember 
the title, you can just type in the part that you remember.  In this example, type in 
“mango” to locate The House on Mango Street. 

Ø At the results list, point out that The House on Mango Street is the second title on the 
list. 

3. Find a Favorite Series 
Ø  Illustrate with the “Wheel of Time” series; point out that the list displays titles in 

the order they are to be read.  (Series search results cannot be resorted.) 

4. Describe a Plot 
Ø Explain that in the Describe a Plot Search, students can use their natural language to 

search for an idea or interest; they do not need to use subject heading terminology. 
However, the search phrase may appear in the subject heading list, or in the reviews 
section. 

Ø Illustrate this search with any of the following (be sure to select the Young Adult 
reading level in the Limiters box): 

• surviving in the wilderness 
• peer pressure 
• prejudice 
• fast paced thriller 
• drunk driving 

Ø Illustrate the personal list feature. Explain that you will be generating a list of books 
of interest, based on your search.
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Ø When the results list appears, look over your results to find 3-4 titles to add to your 
personal list. Note that you can add a title to your personal list from the results list 
by clicking the “Add” folder icon to the right of the title link, and from the title 
record by clicking the “Add to List” folder icon in the top right corner of the title 
record. 

Ø Select the “Personal Lists” link from the “Tools” box in the left-hand margin to view 
the list of added titles. 

Ø Point out the Print and E-mail options above the list (you do not have to save a list 
in order to e-mail or print it). 

II Finding Books Independently Using “Find Similar Books” & “Explore Fiction” 

Explain to students that sometimes we all hit a “reader’s block” and can’t think of a book we want 
to read.  It may be because all of our lives people have been telling us what to read and now we 
don’t know how to choose for ourselves, or it may be that we just haven’t taken the time to think 
about what interests us.  Whatever the reason, NoveList offers two features that help you make up 
your own mind about what to read next. 

A. The first is called “Find Similar Books.” 
Think of a book that you read recently and enjoyed. 
Example to use: Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton 

Ø Use “Quick Search” and do a title search for Jurassic Park. 
Ø From the results list, select the link to the title record. 
Ø When title record appears, click on “Find Similar Books.” 
Ø When subject heading list appears, click “Clear” button at bottom of the list of 

subject headings. 
Ø In “Required” column, check “genetic engineering” 
Ø In “Desired” column, check “Horror stories, American,” and “Suspense stories, 

American;” scroll down and select the Young Adult reading level in the Limiters box, 
in addition to Adult (already checked). 

Ø Click the Search button. 
Ø Display some of the retrieved records to indicate how well they correlate with the 

desired subject headings. 

B. The second feature you can use is called “Explore Fiction” 
With lots of icons and topics in our Explore Fiction lists, it’s easy to find a list of books on 
topics that might interest you. 

Ø Click on the “Browse Lists” tab 
Ø Select the “Young Adult” link under the Explore Fiction heading. 
Ø Click on “Adventure Stories,” then select “Survival.” Point out that each book title 

on the booklist is a link and will take you to that book’s record, so you can read more 
about the book. 

Ø Return to the Explore Fiction Young Adult page and click on other icons such as 
“Science Fiction,” “Contemporary,” and “Sports.”
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Suggested Activities for Lesson Follow-up: 

ü Have students generate a list of 5-10 books they would like to read using the personal list 
tool. 

ü Ask students to explore the “Best Fiction” (Browse Lists tab) section of NoveList, which 
was not demonstrated in the lesson.  Once they understand that these are lists of award- 
winning fiction, have them find 2-3 awards that would be of interest to them, look at the list 
of books, and explain the meaning of each award. 

ü Have students access the title record of a favorite novel. Have them read the review(s) of 
the book, making notes of the reviewer’s positive and negative comments.  Students can 
then write a “response piece” expressing why they agree/disagree with the reviewer’s 
opinion.


